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bliss. Oblivious of the poor lures of the earth, he was
fully awake at all times to the spiritual problems of seek-
ers who approached for his bounty.
Shortly after my healing through the potency of the
.guru's picture, I had an influential spiritual vision. .Sitting
on my bed one morning, I fell into a deep reverie.
"What is behind the darkness of closed eyes?" This
probing thought came powerfully into my mind. An
immense flash of light at once manifested to my inner
gaze. Divine shapes of saints, sitting in meditation pos-
ture in mountain caves, formed like miniature cinema
pictures on the large screen of radiance within my fore-
head.
"Who are you?" I spoke aloud.
"We are the Himalayan yogis." The celestial response
is difficult to describe; my heart was thrilled.
"Ah, I long to go to the Himalayas and become like
you!" The vision vanished, but the silvery beams ex-
panded in ever-widening circles to infinity.
"What is this wondrous glow?"
"I am Iswara.* I am Light." The Voice was as mur-
muring clouds.
"I want to be one with Thee!"
Out of the slow dwindling of my divine ecstasy, I sal-
vaged a permanent legacy of inspiration to seek God.
"He is eternal, ever-new Joy!" This memory persisted
long after the day of rapture.
Another early recollection is outstanding; and literally
so, for I bear the scar to this day. My elder sister Uma
and 1 were seated in the early morning under a neem
tree in our Gorakhpur compound. She was helping me
in my study of a Bengali primer, what time I could spare
my gaze from the nearby parrots eating ripe margosa
fruit. .
Uma complained of a boil on her leg, and fetched a
jar of ointment. I smeared a bit of the salve on ray
forearm.
* A Sanskrit name for the Lord in His aspect of Cosmic Ruler;
from the root 15 to rule. The Hindu scriptures contain a thou-
sand names for God, each one carrying a different shade of
philosophical meaning. The Lord as Iswara is He by whose will
all universes, in orderly cycles, are created and dissolved.